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. From left to right
Dick Rohde, Tom Stevenson, Bill Wilson, Lone Sailor, Bud Comet, Dudley Moylan, Mel Harden, Glenn Huffman
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Reunion Review

Everyone agreed that this reunion
was well done. Accommodations were just
great, yes the price was high, but we were
in the DC area. The weather cooperated
beautifully and the tours were quite
interesting. The Memorial Service at the
Navy Memorial, honored the memory of our
fallen shipmates properly and respectfully.
Our banquet speaker, Brad Peniston, did a
fine job in bringing to life the story of the
mining of FFG 58, USS SAMUEL B. ROBERTS.
What did I leave out? Oh yes, to quote a
line from Carousel, "The vittles we et were
good, you bet, the company was the
same.”

Wednesday, 9/26 - The early birds arrived,
checked out the rooms and restaurant and

we were back on the bus to visit the World
War II Memorial. This Memorial is truly
magnificent and I would recommend a visit
to anyone who has any ties or interest in
the history of the United States of America.

Following our return to the hotel, we
gathered for our_Annual Business Meeting.
Tonya Comet served as secretary and thus
the following minutes are presented. Dudley
-Moylan called the meeting to order and then
turned the meeting over to Dick Rohde.
s1. A proposal to use the name of our ship in-

decided that they would stay.

Thursday, 9/27 - At 9:30 a.m. we were on
the bus and headed for the Navy Memorial.
We had time to tour the facility, check our
names on the log and also view the plaque
which we donated several years ago. The
service went off very well. It is a very
popular place and an ideal setting for
various Navy events. Acting as MC, 1
welcomed our group. Glenn Huffman
sounded the bell for our shipmates Bob
Roberts, George Bray and Sam Blue who
passed away since our last reunion. In the
absence of ADM Richard A Buchanan, the
Assistant Director, CDR Virgil Allen, USCG
(RET) welcomed us and gave a fine talk on
the Memorial. We appreciate his kind
remarks about our ship and the battle. Bud
Comet and Bill Wilson along with CDR Allen
presented the Memorial Wreath.

Following picture taking and luncheon,

a fictional story was denied.

2. The minutes of the previous meeting—

were approved.
3. Co-Treasurer Mel Harden presented a
financial statement of the Association as of
8/24/07. His report was approved.
4. A report was given on the status of the
bronze name plaque for the Fort Rosecrans
Memorial. It should be completed before
end of year.
5. Motion to hold 2008 Reunion in San Diego
for dedication of plaque approved.
6. Motion to send letter thanking Lorraine
Martel for SBR Monument in New Hampshire
State Veterans Cemetery and place article
in DESA News was approved.
6. Following various announcements regard-
ing balance of reunion and many other
items of interest, Motion to adjourn was
made and carried.

We made good use of the Hospitality
Room thanks to Susan and John Walsh and
Sam Stewart.
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Reunion Review Continued

Friday, Sept. 28 - We were back on the
bus and on our way to Arlington National
Cemetery. Although we had been here
before, the beauty, serenity and immaculate
condition of the cemetery never ceases to
impress. We were present for the changing
of the guard. The demeanor and dedication
of the guards and the solemnity and
precision of the ceremony never ceases to
remind us of those “unknowns” who
represent so many of our fallen comrades.
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We then drove to Mount Vernon and
enjoyed luncheon at the Mount Vernon Inn.
We were on our own to explore this
beautiful property with the many exhibits,
displays and magnificent gardens. I have
always wanted to visit Mount Vernon but
then discovered that physically I was not
able to tour the house. I did reach the road
in front of the home and could look longingly
up to it but I had just run out of steam (or
breath). Helen, fortunately enjoyed John
Walsh’s kindness in pushing her wheelchair
up the hill. She did give me glowing reports
on the beauty of the house and its
furnishings.

Someday I will return and find an
easier way to reach the house.

Following our return and dinner, we all

gathered in the Hospitality Room and
enjoyed one another’s company and told
and listened to all the stories as though we
had never heard them before.
Saturday, Sept. 29 - Since nothing formal
was scheduled during the day, many took
advantage by visiting some of the sights
and memorials _g__nd exhibits that make up
our impressive* National Capital. Some
others were known to take a nap or watch
a bit of television.

Our closing banquet will long be
remembered by those present. We were
honored to have many distinguished guests
including CDR Mark Metzger and his wife
Dalia. Mark is the Prospective CO of the USS
CARR, FFG 52. (NOTE: Mark has since taken
command of the CARR.) We were happy to
meet Tom Stevenson’s daughter Sue Boyle
and her son Sean. John Macon (nephew of
Rudolph Macon) and his son Garrison were
with us as were  Elizabeth and Leonard
King. Elizabeth is the daughter of shipmate
John Jacob Newmiller. Our speaker for the
evening was Brad Peniston, author of the
outstanding book, “No Higher Honor” which
tells the story of the mining of the USS
SAMUEL B. ROBERTS, FFG 58. As mentioned
previously he related the story in a way that
kept all of us spellbound. As I surveyed the
audience, I did not see any signs of dozing
off. That says a lot for a group of our age.

Sunday, Sept. 30 - We gathered for our
farewell breakfast and welcomed CDR Ned
Bagley, USN (RET), former CO of USS CARR.
We left for our trips home with plans for
seeing one another again next year in San
Diego.

We hope that as many of you as
possible will join us next year as we gather
to honor our lost shipmates in the beautiful
surroundings of Fort Rosecrans National
Cemetery. See you there!
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