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The USS Samuel B. 

TTEil 

~. ·-· 
Dedicated to the memory or our shipmate and frisnd, Whit F~. 

August 2002 Volume 12. Number 2 

Biloxi 
Reunion 

Near 
Oct. 2.2 through Oct. 

27 is when you should be 
planning to be in Biloxi for the 
combined reunions of the 
USS Samuel B. Roberts 
SUI'\IIvors' Association and 
the uss Johnston/Hoe! 
Association. 

You wi ll find a 
registration form on page 7. 
Please complete it and send 
to Bill Mercer along with your 
check. Please don't walt until 
the last minute. Your Input Is 
needed for bus tr ips, 
memorial service and meals. 

Be sure to make your 
reservations for the hotel. We 
do have an excellent rate of 
$52.00 + 10% tax. That 
should mean that the rate Is 
$57.20. Bill Mercer says that 
the rate wlll be good tor a few 
days before and after the 
reunion.The number Ia 
800 843-7737. Mention 
Johnston·Hoei-Samuel B 
Roberts Reunion when 
reserling. 

SCHEDULE 
Tues., October 22 

Arrival and check-ln. 
Weds., October 23 

Breakfast, followAd by a 
Business Meeting. 
Speaker Cajun Humorist Ed 
Taylor. 

Thur., October 24 
Bus trip to New Orl eans to 
visit National D-Olly Museum. 
Luncheon on own. 

Fri., October 25 
Bus trip to Mobile AL Visit 
Battleship USS ALABAI-4A for 
Memorial Service at 11 :00 
a.m. Luncheon to follow in 
Officers' Ward Room. Also visit 
USS DRUM and Aircraft 
Museum. 

Sat., October 26 
Free day until 6:00 p.m. 
BaflQIJet followed by door prize 
drawings. 

Sun., October 27 
Farewell breakfast at 8:00 
a.m. for Samuel B. Roberts. 
Ass'n. Brief business meeting. 

Che<:kOYt & depan.u,.... See you 
nut year. Be the Good Lord 
willing. 
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Navy Memorial 
We received a nice letter from Admiral 

McKinney, President & CEO of the United States 
Navy Memorial Foundation. 

He says, ·on behalf of the officers and 
directors of the U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation as 
well as myself, thank you for your generous gift of 
$900.00 to the Navy Memorial and Naval Heritage 
Center, received May 30, 2002. we truly 
appredate your support for our contlnuln~J effort 
to honor, preserve and celebrate America 's 
enduring naval heritage. 

Our effort Is focused first and f oremost 
through an ambitious and expanding educational 
program. True to our founding charter, the Navy 
Memorial Foundation Is every inch an educational 
institution -- one that honors the men and women 
of the naval services and per petuates their 
values. We are aggressively working on programs 
designed to h ighlight the stories, tlistorles ana 
va lues of our sea service veterans and our 
maritime nl)tion. In this way we do more than 
honor the memories of those who served -- we 
perpetuate the Important lessons to be learned 
from them.· 

He mentioned their historical displays, 
ceremonies and special events, their library, book 
and manuscript collections, anct photographic 
collection. He Indicated that our $900.00 donation 
will be used to support their "Lost at Sea Log" in 
honoring those lost aboard USS SAMUI:L 1!. 
ROBERTS, DE-413. 
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Maxine Sinclair 
Maxine c.lled me last month to let me 

know that she Is planning to be with us In Biloxi 
and to share with me her excitement on having a 
wonderful story printed on the front page of tler 
newspaper, "The Meridian St ar• on July 4, 2002. 

You will recall that Maxine was married to 
our shipmate Fred Strehle. Fred was Ships Cook 
1/C and I can attest that he was first class. Some 
of you may remember that he was the "Royal 
Dev il• when we had our ceremony crossing the 
equator. To quote from Adm. Copeland's book, 
"He really made a handsome devil . He was dark 
and swarthy and had a veritable doormat of c:hest 
hai r and a generous assortment of bulging 
muscles. They got him rigged up In a skin tight 
costume of red bunting wit h bare chest e.xposed. 
A pair of real looking noms had been built in and 
a long forked tail had been added. • 

The above story may help us to understand 
that In the story in the newspaper, Maxine 
describes jvst how they met back in 1943. It was 
a spring day In New Orleans In her hotel and a 
young sailor was running up tne stairs and he 
stopped her and asked whether she had change 
for a quarter. That old routine worked because 
they spent the n ight touring the sights of New 
Orleans and walkt(l l'round the Frenc:h Quarter for 
over four hours. The next day, they each had to 
go their separate ways. A y ear later, they were 
married In Meridian on Feb. 24, 1944. He then lel't 
to join tne samuel &. Roberts. They kept in touch 
and visited when they could but 8 months later, 
on October 24th she heard on the radio that her 
hu!;bal~d 's ship had been bombed. She was six 

pregnant at t he t i me. She did not 
learn of Fred's death until Dec. 1, 1944. 

son, Fred Albert Strehle III was born on 
Ja•u•arv 16, 1945. 

Marilyn remarried two years later to another 
, Bill Sinclair. They were married for 38 years 
he died of a heart attack In 1983. 

The storv Is accompanied wi th a beautiful 
;n,, .... ,,. of Marilyn w ith pictures of Fred, h i s 

aM newspaper articles. There is also 
p icture of Fred and Marilyn together, the only 

she has, taken whe•l she was three months 
n11nt. 

Thank you for sharing your memories with 
Maril yn. See you in October. 
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What's The Latest 
Scuttlebutt? 

Here's a bit of this and that from here 
and there. 

George Bray Is doing very well with his 
new knee but is now having some problems 
with dizziness. Doctors are trying to find out 
the reason. He will be with us In Biloxi. 
Incidentally, George iS on h is fourth 
pacemaker. 

Don Young, our youngest shipmate 
(75), Is still battling the problem with 
cancer. One or the cancers is gone thanks 
to lengthy chemotherapy but there is one In 
his chest which may require surgery. They 
might have to open his chest to get at lt. 
I 'm sure that Don would appreciate your 
prayers and cards. His address Is PO Box 
104, Los Alamos, CA 93440. 

Jack Yusen reports that he Is keeping very 
busy worl(ing on the Bob Hope Memoria l project. 
He travels throughout the country seeking 
support. Jack reported t hat Harr iet Copeland died 
and said that he was at the funeral along with 
Bud and Lll Comet. Jad< expressed sympathies to 
the family on behalf of our Ass'n. Ruth is on an 
e.xerclse prooram to help strengthen her heart. 
Keep It up Ruth. 

Joe Fortier was also present f or the 
funeral service. Joe recounted the story of 
how he and four other sailors tried to get a 
transfer to the Sammy B while at Manus 
Island. They had all sai led with Captain 
Copeland previously. Their captain refused 
their request and so they did not j oin us. 

RlCHARO K ROHDE PAGE e3 

They learned a few weeks later that ou r 
ship had been sunk. Joe says that the five 
of them went to see thei r captain and 
thanked him for probably saving their lives. 

Joe keeps busy with volunteer work 
and spends all his time available with wife 
Mar ie. She is still In poor health and in a 
nursing facility. Prayers are with you two. 

Helen and I are planning our first trip back 
to Michigan and t han on to Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
New lersey, Washington D.C., North Carolina and 
then back to Ocala. We plan on leaving on Aug. 
11 and returning around September 3rd. We plan 
on seeing the Goodrichs and t he Stevensons as 
we go through Pennsylvan ia. I had better get 
golno on this NEWSLETTER 1r we want to leave 
next week. 

Bi llie and Bob LeClercq seem to have 
things under control in San Antonio. He may 
have let the weather get a bit out of control 
for a while but all Is f ine now. Bob wants to 
urge everyone to attend the reunion and Is 
looking forward to seeing all of you there. 

Dudh•y Moylan k-ps in touch regularly. He 
too is looking forward to t he reunion and will be 
there unless the sta<:k market goes completely 
crazy and he has to go to work giv ing elocution 
lessons to the Minnesota natives. All right then, 
you betcha. Dudley spends his time moving from 
Minneapolis to Miami to New Russia, NY. 

Sam Blue is a faithful correspondent via e· 
mail. His homespun humor, stories and upli fting 
spiritual c1>mments are always welcome. Sam too 
plans to make t he trip to Biloxi . ·walk with God"., 
Sam . 

Lou Gould Is also always good for some 
good stories. Lou, if you 're listening, we nope that 
you and Barbara join us. Isn't the honeymoon 
over yet? 
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Here's Additional Information on the Reunion 

Please remember the Drawing for prizes 
at Saturday's Banquet. Last year, 
almost $1,100 in tickets were sold. 
All of that money is being used this 

year to reduce the cost of 
the bus trips etc. 

Please plan to bring Items for the 
drawing. 

"The host hotel site is 
PRESIDENT BROADWATER TOWER RESORT AND CASINO. 

The hotel address is 21 1 0 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39531. 
It is both a hotel and a casino. 

The Casino, however, is located across the street and built over the 
ocean. 

The Hotel is across the street and in close proximity to the ocean 
but not over it as is the Casino. 

The hotel maintains shuttle service to the Casino and 
all one has to do is board at the 

Hotel and the shuttle will 
deliver you to the Casino, and return you to the Hotel. 

Continenal Breakfas1 

will be served from 6 to 9 
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100 Years Ago 
« Die VHf is 1102. onfy 109 lltlfiiQO. Wbl! a 
diff!f!ne. f c:eoturv 11!1!!111 

Hare are tile U.ll. statistics fOf' 1102.. 

The aven.ge IW. exPK1ancy In tile ua - ron, Mven 
(47). 

Only 1t P.n:ent of \tie '-- in \tie Ull had a bstl!tub. 

only I% of tile 1'1- l'l!d aUIIP,"'one. A ~ofnlnule call 
from Denver to New Yorll City cvet $11 .00. 

There -. only 1 ,000 care In til! Ull and only 1« mllae 
o f pe- roada. The maxlmi.WTI ape!CIIImlt In moat cities 
WN10mph, 

~rna. MIUIHippl, Iowa, and Tenne .... IWf! MCfl 
,_llot.,ily popule1ecl than Califomill. With a ....,.1.4 
million reslcla-, California wu only tl'l! 21st moat 
populoua Nate In tl'l! Union. 

The tallest structul9 in tl'l! WOf1d w• tile !iff!l To-. 

The aver8f1• wage In tilt Ull wae 22 cents an hour. 

Tile average U$ wor1I'Air maela betwMfl $200 and $400 
p..- year. A competent accountant could tipect to aam 
$2000 per year, a dentist $2,600 ,... year, a .,..rtnalian 
-n $1,500 and $4,0CWl per ye., 11nd a mechanical 
engineer !bout $6,000 per v••· 
MODI than M % of 1111 births In tl'l! Ull took piKe at home. 

to"' ,...cent of all ua pllyelclan• hid no college 
~ IM\Md, tl'l!y tlttsnd!d medic~ll Khoola, many 
of Wfllcfl _, condemned In tl'l! preu a nd by tl'l! 
gowmment • "aubaUndlord." 

S1111ar coat 4 c.nt. a POUnd. !gge -• 14 cente a do-.. 
c-. cost -n cents a pound. 

Mo.r women only -I'I!CI tllelr l'l!lr once a mont11 and 
UMCI borax or ago yollla for ftlalllpa a. 

canada pea111a law poohlblllng poor people from 
~ng tile country for any tMson. 

The fi,.. leading caUMS of death In the Ull w.re: 

1. Pneumonia and inllueDZ11 
2. Tuberculosis 
l . Dilrm.. 
4. HNrtdisaaM 
&.Stroke 

Tl'l! AnMrtcan nag had 41 stare. Arizona, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico, Hawaii ._.... AlaaiUo h.ldn't _., adoo- to
lJnion yet. 
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The population of La Vegas, Nevada - 30. 

Crouwonl pun!H, canned beer, and Iced tea hedn, 
been ln--. 

Th.lre-_, -· o.y nor F-. o.y. 

one in tan ua aclulla coukln, ,_ or-- Only a 
pen:ent of aN AnMrtc:ans heel gl9do ..... from high school. 

Mar1juana, heroin, - moi'Jihlne _, 1111 ........,ble OWf' 

the~--'It~-dn au-. Mc:Of'lfilftt to
pharmaci81, "Heroin Cleere the complealon, a~Yn 
buoyancy to tile lllinel, .... -tile ._,. .... tl'l! 
b..-18. and is, in fact, a pwt.d auanliM of haallh." 

11 % of ~- In tile ua IIMI • leal one f\111-dme 
Mrvant or Clomutlc. 

There_, only about no ·~ _,..... in the entl,.. 
Ull. 

If wonder wnat It will be llk.e 111 ue'" from 
now.) 

Marshall Richards Reports 

Marshall Richards continues to write 
away. He has traveled through forty- three 
states, driven over 25,000 miles and flown 
an estimated 12,000 miles during the past 
nineteen months. Close to sevent) 
interviews have been conducted. Because of 
time restraints, most of the remain ing 
interviews wil l be conducted via phone. As 
MarShall puts It ," Each Interview Is like a 
p iece of a puzzle. Each sect ion Is as 
significant as the next. If that puzzle were 
the United States, and each state 
represented a piece, Rhode Island would be 
as significant as Texas." 

He says that It has been and 
continues t o be an honor a nd a prtvilege to 
w ork on t his project. We look forward to 
seeing MarShall and Julie In October. 
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A Word About Dues 

As most of you will remember, when 
we were handling the registrations for our 
reunion, we included a line for payment of 
dues. Since this Is no longer done, It Is 
necessary that I remind you that the time 
for payment of dues is at hand. Survivors 
pay $15.00 per year and family pay $10.00. 
I f you are not able to pay the dues, don't 
worry about lt. We have never dropped 
anyone and do not intend to start now. You 
may send the dues directly to Co-Treasurer 
Vince Goodrich at 7 Brown Avenue, 
Bradford, PA, 16701 or better yet, send 
them to me along with some news for the 
next Issue of the NEWSLETTER. 

Retirements 

In the last issue of the NEWSLETI'ER, I 
reported that Captain Ned Bagley was to 
retire at a ceremony held at the Navy 
Memorial. At the ceremony, he was very 
complimentary In his remarks toward our 
shipmate Paul Henry Carr and to the crew 
of the USS SAMUEL B. ROBERTS, DE 413. 

I also received word that Captain 
William A. Rogers, Jr. also retired on June 7, 
2002 . We al l remember the wonderful 
address he gave at our banquet In Norfolk. 
Capt. Rogers is the great nephew of our 
shipmate James A. Gregory. 

Will and Dee, we wish you both every 
happiQess in your new life outside the Navy. 
Ple•tt "eep in touch. . ,. 
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Change of Command 

I received an announcement from USS 
CARR {FFG 52) that Commander Darrel M. 
Morben was relieved by Commander BrianT. 
Donegan on Thursday June 28, 2001 In 
Gibraltar, United Kingdom. 

CDR Morben's next assignment Is Joint 
Task Force Exercise Planner Commander, 
Striking Fleet Atlantic, Norfolk, Virginia. 

Congratulations and best wishes to 
both of you In your new assignments. 

oentt'~~t•t t~(~flft~.·. 
. · thir·W•bJ«"' <' . 
. ..,~, .. ~_,;: . 
. ZH~i bits M it .. · . . 

Guess I'm getting near the end of this 
Newsletter and the next time we speak It 
wIll be In person in Biloxi. I wish that more 
of you would keep In touch with me, and 
through the NEWSLETTER with everyone. 
H;wen't heard anything from the Carr family 
for a while. Hope all Is well out Oklahoma 
and Texas way. We miss you. 

I did have a letter and telephone call 
from Audrey McMullen. She has been a bit 
under the weather but things are brigh ter 
now. She will be with us in Biloxi. Audrey Is 
quite proud of the fact that her son Bob was 
named High School Principal of the year for 
state of Washington. You should be proud. 

The Navy is lool<ing for a few good men I 
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REUNION REGISTRATION 

SAMUEL B. ROBERTS SURVIVORS' ASS'N. 

I (we) plan to attend the 2002 Reunion in Biloxi and will attend the following functions. 

I. Registration Fee people @ $10.00 
2. Wed. Oct 23 Breakfast Buffet and Business Mtg. 

_ people @ $12.00 
3. Tbu. Oct 24 Bus trip to New Orleans, D-Day Museum 

.--:-:-.,...., people @ $15.00 
4. Fri. Oct 25 Bus trip to Mobile to visit USS 

ALBAMA for Memorial Service 
Luncheon is included. 

--=---people@ $18.00 
5. Sat. Oct 26 Closing Banquet & door prize drawing 

Beef and Chicken Dinner. 

6. Sun. Oct 27 Farewel-=1=-=B=-r-eakfi-=-=-as- t 
people @ $24.95 

____ people @ $ 12.00 

Total Enclosed 

.·· 
' ~· ·,, 
{,., 

. Make, Cicek Payable to 'USS JOHNSTONtHOBL ASSN :., 
Stod;t-0 Bill Mercer at ?07. Clebud Drive 

Euless TX 76040 
' 

Please make our Name Tags as printed below: 

NAME HOMETOWN 

$ __ _ 

$ __ _ 

$. __ _ 

$. __ _ 

$ __ _ 

$ __ _ 

$. __ _ 

/ 

Name: _________ _ Telephone # ____ _ 
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