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FFG 58 Decommissioning  May 22, 2015 

On Friday May 22, 2015 a crowd of over 500 people 

watched and listened as the USS Samuel B. Roberts 

FFG-58 was decommissioned.  As it was the first time 

that my wife Sue and I had attended a decommission-

ing to say it was quite impressive is an understatement. 

From the beginning arrival of the Official Party, Pres-

entation of Colors, National Anthem and a stirring in-

vocation by Chaplain Gardner, all in the audience knew 

this was going to be a special ceremony.  Commanding 

Officer of the FFG-58 Commander Erica Hoffman 

was introduced and spoke of ñNO HIGHER HONORò 

than serving aboard the FFG-58.  She acknowledged 

her officers and crew as the finest the Navy had pro-

duced.  She then introduced guest speakers CAPT Paul  

X. Rinn (RET), Michael T. Cipolla (DD-823) and 

Ernest (Glenn) Huffman, survivor of  DE-413. 

As many of you know, Capt. Rinn was the first com-

mander of the FFG-58 and also commander when the 

FFG-58 hit the mine in the Persian Gulf in 1988.  As 

excellent a speaker as he was Commander of the   

FFG-58, Capt. Rinn did not disappoint the audience. 

Mike Cipolla spoke of his time on board the DD-823 and how 

proud he and his fellow shipmates were not only of the men 

who served before them on the DE-413 but also after them 

aboard the FFG-58. 

Our own Glenn Huffman then spoke of his time aboard the DE-

413 and how it affected him in later years.  He thanked his son-

Mike for helping him make the trip.  Although humble about it, 

Glenn was somewhat of a celebrity at the event. So many peo-

ple asked to be photographed with Glenn and he accommodated 

all of them . 

After the speeches, the crowd watched as the crew departed the 

ship, the colors were hauled down, and the last watch was se-

cured. 

As the ceremony was concluded, many in the audience stayed 

and visited with old and new friends. We were so happy to see 

former FFG-58 Master Chief Keith Taylor and his wife Kathy 

along with Jeff Rush from Oklahoma.  Jeff is a nephew of Paul 

Carr, DE-413 crew member who was killed in action on Octo-

ber 25, 1944. 

I wasnôt surprised when I over-

heard one retired Navy officer 

comment that he had attended 

many decommissioning ceremo-

nies and had never seen a crowd 

as large as this one. 
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Roll Call 

To the best of our knowledge, the following is a list of the living survivors of the USS Samuel B. Rob-

erts DE-413.  If we have made any errors or omissions, please let us know.                                                                                           

James F. ñBudò Comet Herbert E. Eskins      E. Glenn Huffman       Adred C. Lenoir                              

               *James E. Myers                   Albert Rosner                Jack Yusen 

*The last newsletter we sent to James Myers was returned ñnot deliverable, no forwarding addressò. 

We have not been able to determine his status. If you have any information, please let us know. 
  

******************************************************************************************  

Treasury Report August 2015 

Starting Balance 3-1-15    $2,584.34 

Dues/ Donations Received              180.00         (Thank You!) 

Total      $2,764.34 

Expenses (Newsletter Printing Apr. 2015)     ( -230.91) 

                                      

Balance 8-15-2015    $2,533.43 

***********************************************************************************  

In sympathyééé. 

Lorraine Martel , widow of shipmate Lawrence Martel, died Monday November 24, 2014 in Allens-

town, NH. Her last newsletter came back to us ñnot deliverable, no forwarding addressò so I did some 

internet searching and came up with her obituary.  You may remember that several years ago, Lorraine 

had a monument dedicated to her husband erected in the cemetery where he was buried which high-

lighted the USS Samuel B. Roberts DE-413.  

Judy Brady Bruce, daughter of shipmate Norbert Brady (KIA 10-25-44) died on January 25, 2015. 

Thank you to her daughter Kathleen Brady Crews for letting us know about her mom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website 

Donôt forget to check our website de413.org.  Thanks to webmaster Cliff Rohde, 

the story of the ñSammy Bò will stay alive for future generations.  
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Thanks to Mike Huffman, son of shipmate Glenn Huffman, we had an expert photographer along with us 

during our mini-reunion in Jacksonville, FL.  Mike took so many beautiful pictures it was hard to decide 

which ones to include. Many thanks, Mike, not only for the photos but also for making sure your dad got to 

Jacksonville for the ceremony. 

Pictured above from left to right: 

The DE-413 contingent included Mike Huffman, Glenn Huffman, Lee Williams (Bob LeClercqôs daugh-

ter), Bob LeClercq, Sue Walsh, John Walsh. 

Pictured with bronze plaque: John Walsh, Glenn Huffman, Bob LeClercq 

 

 

Pictured below: Sailors from the FFG-58 with our DE-413 sailor Glenn Huffman 

 


