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LLOYD A. GURNETT 
has passed a way. He will certainly 
be missed by his friends and ship­
m ates. From the first moment our 
Association took root, Lloyd was an 
important part of it. And when we 
come right down to it, had not 
Lloyd had the determination and 
will power to get things done, our 
-roup might never have come into 
-Xi stance. 

Lloyd was one of the most 
devoted members of our Association. 
He loved our ship and the men who 
served aboard her. He loved the 
Navy, through whose ranks he rose 
a s a "Mustang" from an apprentice 
seaman to a full Lieutenant. 

His home in San Jose was like a 
naval museum, with one entire room . 
devoted to mementos of his naval 
experiences. This room contained 
books, pictures, photographs, plaques, 
framed copies of letters and 
citations he received, and a beautiful 
scale model reproduction of the USS 
SAMUEL B. ROBERTS, DE-413. 

Lloyd was the guiding hand 
behind the eventual naming of the 
guided missile frigate FFG-25 as the 
USS COPELAND. Without his deter­
m ination and enthusiasm the three 
sh ips so dear to our hearts might 
bear unfamiliar names instead of 
t e ... 

USS COPELAND, FFG-25 
USS CARR, FFG-52 

USS SAMUEL B. ROBERTS, FFG-58 
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CHARLESTON 
REUNION 

Everything is progressing nicely 
toward our r eunion in Cha rleston · 
March 15-16-17-18, 1989. There 
will be over sixty of our shipma tes, 
their wives and our friends in 
attendance. 

The plans we outlined in our 
last NEWSLETTER have not 
changed and we should all have a 
wonderful time together. 

It's been mo~ gratifying to 
receive the reservation forms and 
checks and to have comments such 
as ... "Sounds great!" ... "Count us in! 
... "Be great to be back together 
again" ... penned on the forms. 

There are a few "regulars" 
whom I have not heard from and if 
anyone who has not sent in his 
reservation form now wishes to join 
us, please do so. I haven't checked 
with the Quality Inn (Downtown) to 
see if any rooms are still availa ble, 
so if you're going to be with us, 
check with them first. Then drop 
me a line or give me a call and let 
me know how many of you there 
will be. We need to know this as 
soon as possible so we can line up 
the right number of busses and 
reserve space for the dinner cruise. 
. The address and phone listing 
tncluded is as up-to-date as possible. 
Please keep it on file for future 
reference. 



oy.£s fegacy vvas the Navy and he 
set""\ - her vvel1 F I'"Ofn the tilne he vvent 
aboard the USS AUGUSTA (CA-31) to the 
tiane he jumped into the "Water from the 
deck of the sinkinc USS SAMUEL B 
ROBERTS (DE-413), Uoyd 'WaS 100% Navy. 
Betw-een those tvvo tours of duty he served 
on the Yanctze River, took part in the 
Battle of the Coral Sea, and served abotu-d 
the USS MORRIS (DD-417} He often told me 
that of all his naval experiences the time he 
vvas aboard. the USS SAMUEL B ROBERTS 
vvas the most significant in his Ufe. 

To quote fi'"Ofn RADM Robert W. 
Copeland in his book, 'The Spirit of the 
'S<UIU'ny-B'": (He is telling vvhat happened 
: ter he abandoned the ROBERTS and is on 

life ra.:ft 'With Uoyd.) 
"A little before ten o'clock W'8 savv our 

ship sink. She rolled over completely on her 
beanl ends, then her stern "Went dovvn, her 
bovv stuck right up 'With h mast lylnc out 

el to the vvater, probably about ten 
t a bove it, and then she slovvly settled, 

t tled, settled, settled, until her bovv vvent 
out of sicht. Poor Uoyd Gurnett b.-olat 
dovvn and cried like a baby. He really loved 
the ship. No one on the ship, I be6eve, had a 
deeper fee6ng of love for her than Gurnett 
and I had, and that does not mean that the 
other boys didn~ love her, too. But I vvas 
Commanding Officer and Lieutenant 
Gurnett vvas First Lieutenant, and as First 
Lieutenant he knevv every vvelded seam in 
h.., he knevv vvhere every fitting- 'WaS 

attached. Love of this ship vvas very deep in 
his heart." 

Uoyd passed avva.y in his bed 'Without a 
struccl• on February 9th, althouch he had 
not been vvell for serveraJ months. It 'Will 
seetn strange to have a reunion 'Without 
Uoyd vvho has been such a mainstay in our 
organization. I'll miss his telephone calls, his 
1 ttet-s, his W'Otlderful, enthusiastic spirit, and 

· devotion to the men and the memory of 
USS SAl\fiJEL B ROBERTS, DE-413. 
At I.Joycfs request, he 'Will be buried at 
from the USS COPELAND the latter pari 

of March. 

WHO'LL BE AT THE REUNION 
<AS OF F'EBRUMV 20, t999 Tl£ FOLL(M,N) \.oA..L BE 

AT~ CHAR.ESTON REllfON) 

Sa.n and Louise Blue 
Bill and P a utlne Branham 
Geo.-ge and Tinnie Bray 

BW and Anne Burton 
Bill and Susan Clark (X-XO of ROBERTS) 

Peter and Katherine Cooley 
Harry and Peggy Dodd 

Whit and Leah Felt 
l!lbert and MabJe Gentry 

(Charles and Linda Fovvler, the ir d a ughter 
and son-in-la vv) 

Vince and Fran Goodrich 
Lou and Cleo Gould 

James and Bernice Gricgs 
Louis and Norma Hall 

(and guest, Johanna Crain) 
Mel and Leona H ~ 

(and pests, John and Shirley Montgomery) 
John and Olp. Macko 

Royce and Pat Masters 
Leon and Florence McCoy 

Robert and Barbara l\.1icklus 
Jack and Patricia Moore 

Dudley Moylan 
Jim and Bessie Myers 

Dick Nichols 
Paul and Pam Rinn 

E. E. ''Bob" and Dorothy Roberts 
Juanita Rush 

Ken and Eloise Saunders 
Barbara Schaal 

Irene Shulze 
Lucille Seifert 

Tom and Lynn SSdllings 
Tom and Virginia Stevenson 

Sam Stew-art 
Cmdr. John W. Tovvnes 

(CO of the ROBERTS) 
Leotha Wells 

Bill and Elisa Wilsnn 
Jack and Ruth Yusen 



~1e Quality Inn on our bus at the end of the evening. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17 

A buffet breakfast . at 0700. At 0900 vve'U board our bus fo,.. a t,..ip aCt"Oss the Cooper 
'ver B,..idge to Pat,..iots Point. We'll visit the air-a-aft ca.n-ier YORKTOWN, the nuclear ship 

.. AVANNAH, vvor"'ld vvar tvvo destroyer LAFFEY and the submarine CLAMAGORE At noon 
w e'll

1
have a box lunch in the CPO Mess aboard the YORKTOWN. Back on our bus vve'U 

t f"'&.vel to the US Naval Base vvhere Cane:(,., Paul Rinn has planned a aneano,..ial se,..vice aboard 
an FFG, hopefully the USS CARR (if she is not deployed). We'll a.n-ive back at the Quality Inn 
fo,.. a sho,..t r-est befor-e-

Boarding our bus at 1600 fo,.. a thirty aninute t,..ip to Middleton Place on the A shley 
River. The oldest Jandscaped .. gardens in Aanerica VV'ef"'e begun here in 1741 by Hen,..y 
Middleton, late,. pr-esident of the Fif"'rt Continental Congr-ess. It is said that it took 100 slaves 
10 yeaf"'S to coanplete the landscaped teN-aces, camellia allees and ofi·uunental lakes. Azaleas 
blooan in the spr-ing and since this is the beginning of the azalea festival, vve should be ,..ichly 
r-evvarded fo,.. our visit to this lovely place. The house, vvhich vve vvill tour, contains 
fuf"'Oitur'e, paintings, books and silver. A silk copy of the Declaf"'&.tion of Independence vvas 
found aanong the pe.-sonal anea~entos of Henf"'y Middleton's son A,..thur, a signe,.. of the 
docUR~ent. 

Middleton Place noNnaUy doses at 1700, but vve vvill have the special privilege of dining 
on the proper'ty. We'll r-etUf"'O to the Quality Inn follovviQg dinner. (When Paan Rinn learned 
of our planned t,..ip to Middleton Place she vvas very tb...illed.) 

SATURDA~ MARCH18 

Follovving our buffet br-eakfast at 0800 vve'll hold our Association Business Meeting 
vvhe,..e you vvill be asked to vote on a nevv slate of officers fo,.. the roming year. Other 
a~attef"'s of business vvill be discussed at that time. 

Then, lo and behold, you ar-e on your ovvn! At least until 1830. This vvill give you an 
oppo,..tunity to r-elax, o,.. vvalk around Charleston, r-evisit the market, take a boat t,..ip to Fo,..t 
Swnter, go back to the Naval Base fOf"' a tour of other ships, r-eturn to Pat,..iots Point ... it's up 
to you. 

At 1830 vve'll meet in the Tet'f"'a.Ce Room fOf"' a cocktail hour {cash bar) befo,..e beginning 
O\U" Reunion Banquet at 1930 in the Ch~U""leston Room. Cmdf"'. Paul Rinn vvill be O\U" keynote 
speakef"' and ra~ SUI'"e vve'll aU have a delightful tiane. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19 

No planned events scheduled. This is usually the day that folks depart fo,.. home so vve've 
not planned br-eakfast, o,.. anything else. If you vvant to stay on a day Of' tvvo Ionge,. you 
should noti:ty the QUALITY INN vvhen you send in your r"eSef"'vation car-ds, Of' contact othe,.. 
hotels in the area. The anonth-long 'FES"l1VAL OF HOUSES'' begins on March 16th and if 
y ou'd like to stay ove,.. and participate in this event you can obtain infof"'mation by vvriting 
to them at 51 Meeting St~t, Charleston SC 29401 Of' calling (803) 722-3405. 

' 

COST OF REUNION 

The cost of the r-eunion vvith aU meals except lunch on Thursday and Sat\U"day vviU be 
' 190.00 per' pef"'Son plus your f"'OOm charge. If you and your partne,.. vvish to participate in 

everything offered, you can do so fOf"' $175.00 each o,.. $350.00 £0 ,.. both. If you vvant to 
"pick-and-choose" the functions then each one is priced on the attached r-eSef"'vation fonn. 


